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I,.—Foreren Poritics. 


Tue Bangavasi (Calcutta) of the 11th July writes as follows:— _ : 
That invincible Russian War Minister Kuro- 
patkin is residing in Port Arthur, where he has ap- 
ointed a committee of military officers to discuss the present relation of Russia 
with Manchuria. The Russian Ambassador to China has also been called to be 
present in the committee. Russia has received a 90 years’ lease of Port 
Arthur, which is a terminus of the Great Siberian min There are 57 
Russian men-of-war in the port. On the other hand, English, Ameritan, and 
Japanese men-of-war are being concentrated north of the Gulf of Pechili. 
The telegrams do not clearly say for what purpose these hostile preparations 
are being made, but it is believed in many quarters that a America, and 
Japan wish to drive Russia out of Manchuria. But considering that Russia is 
very expert in diplomacy, it does not appear to be very probable that hostility 
‘li break out. She will at first try to pacify her enemies with sweet 
words, but sweet words alone will not do in the present case, because Japan has 
become restless over the matter. The eastern horizon does not appear to be 
clear. The English newspaper, the Standard says that England, America, and 
Japan are losing their patience over the delay which is being made by Russia 
in evacuating Manchuria, and that Russia must now either give _ or go to 
war with them. A Berlin paper says that Russia is trying to bribe Japan over 
to her side. This appears to be one of the exaggerated reports in which 
German papers often indulge, because, however uncivilised and barbarous 
Russia may be, she will not dare to make such an imprudent experiment openly. 
However that may be, many people fear that matters may go wrong in the 
future. | 
2. The same paper -_ that the statement, recently made by Lord 
The Tibetan question. eorge Hamilton in answer to a question asked 


The Manchuria question. 


that the order which has been issued by the authorities directing all parcels 
bound for Tibet to be opened before despatch, is meant to prevent smuggling 
of arms into that country, has alarmed the Indians. No one has ever heard of 
anything going wrong in the Tibetan frontier. A Commission has been 
deputed to that country, but it is given out that its object is extension of 


a The Tibetan question, therefore, appears to be a very difficult 
puzzle. 


3. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 12th July has heard that the Govern- 


ment of India is going to colonize Cashmere with 
Englishmen and to strongly fortify it with British 
troops. Thanks to the English for their secret 
policy and farsightedness. This policy is a fruit of long deliberation. To 


Colonizing of Cashmere with 
the English. 


offer Sealkot to the Maharaja of Cashmere in exchange for his own State, is to 


offer nothing in exchange for something. During the Viceroyalty of Lord 


Curzon some native Rajas have lost their States. It is now the turn of the 
Maharaja of Cashmere, : | 


if 


II.—Home ApMINISTRATION, 


‘(4)—Police. 


4. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 7th July says that gambling is 
Gambling in Mymensingh, very prevalent in the town of Mymensingh. 
> iets Crowds of gamblers may be seen in the afternoon 
“ened of the shop of Dhaniram Shaha and in the street to the west of 

: t th — -—. The ,constables on duty make no attempt to clear the streets 


llorta spite of repeated representations, the authorities do not make proper 


sac Suppress this vice. As a result, this vice is rapidly spreading both 


wn and in the mufassal, A perusal of the records of the case of riot 


Which took place between the villa gers of Hadi and Ashapatha in Rambhadra- 


pur, over a 
might arise if this vice is left to spread unchecked. — 


i 


by Mr. Herbert Robert in the House of Commons, — 


Renger which 5 g dispute, will clearly demonstrate to the authorities the — 


BaNnGavas!, 


July 11th, 1903. 


BANGAVASI. 


HiTaVaRra, 


July 12th, 1903. 


CHarv MIHIR, 


July 7th, 1903, 
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BaNKCRA DaRPAN. 
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5. The Bankura Darpan | Bankura} of the 8th Jul ubli 

bee complaint made by the inbabitents, of ‘= oe ; 
A village chaukidari-tax com- (‘hyamashinva in the Bankura district. in hi 6 
plaint. ; ¢ | : “, 12 which it 
is stated that of the four chaukidars in the Union 
three only should be retained, as three chaukidars are sufficient for the purpose, 
of the Union. The village is a very poor one, and is quite incapable of 

maintaining one panchayet, one dafadar, and four chaukidars. The collect 
panchayet has raised the tax to thrice its former amount. The dafadar oppreages 
the poor and often snatches away their goats, &c. Many of the wood cutters earn 
only a few pice in a day, and that is their one only means of subsistence. 
These poor people have their utensils taken from them when they are unable 
to pay the tax in time, Three successive years of scarcity have made the 
people destitute and unable even to borrow. Four chaukidars were appointed 
ata time when the village was full. But about a hundred persons have since 
left. the village in search of employment, leaving their homes unoccupied, 

Three chaukidars will therefore be found to meet all present requirements, 

6. The same paper gives a popular song describing the hardships caused 
_ by the chaukidari-tax, which is said to be sung in 
Ps a song on the chauki- the villages by itinerant Vaishnav minstrels to the 


accompaniment of stringed instruments, and of 
which the following is a literal translation :— 


What a rigorous law is this which has been passed! It is like a knife 
applied to the throats of all poor people. When we awake from sleep in the 
morning, we are at a loss to know how to procure rice. We have no mone 
to buy rice, and yet we must have sauces as well. All social civilities and 
ceremonies are gone, and God alone knows what the depth of our distress is, 
There is Chitragupta (the grim clerk of Yama, the Indian Pluto) realising the 
tax with reddened eyes and with the account-books open before him. The 
chavkidar is taking his pay, and all the service he renders in return is 
attendance [at the thana]. There is that dafa [item] of dafas [items], to wit, 
dafadari [the office of a dafadar|. Unfortunately theft is almost of daily 
occurrence in village Ralsi; but while thieves have increased in number 
the Balsi outpost has been abolished. Where is Sriram Babu and where 
the zamindar, Tinkari? When we catch and make over the thief, the 
police comes and takes all the credit. The Indians are crying bitterly, 
But where is our mother, the Empress of India? Where is our 
mother that we may cry before her? The puet Ananta says, thanks to the tax, 
we have been compelled to become wanderers, and we wander far and wide 
with our wives and our cat'le, | 

7. The Sri Sri Visknu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 8th 

| July has the following :— 
Ps» oc gl me Serevent The Government is wont to accuse the zamin- 
as mahals in the Murshidabad : ‘ ; 

district. dars of the country of oppressing their tenants. 

But nothirg is ever said about the oppression 
which the Government officers commit on the tenants in the Government khas 
mahals. An instance of such oppression occurred lately in the Murshidabad 
district, where one Bipin Sheikh, of Banidrapur, Daulatpur, has made a com- 
plaint alleging that Babu Abani Chandra. Chattopadhyaya, Sub-Deputy 
Magistrate of Berhampore, assaulted him and kept him confined for about two 
hours with his hands bound behind his back. It is stated that about a hundred 
and fifty tenants have submitted a petition complaining of similar oppression. 


If the allegations are true, the khas mahal officers have surely conducted 
themselves in the most disgraceful manner. 


8. The same paper has the following :— 


On the lst of July a woman aged 22 years, 

ot ene named Jamila, was + bet in a dying condition 

at Dum-Dum in the 24-Parganas district, apparently suffering from the 
effects of brutal ravishment. It is rumoured that as Jamila was return 
ing from the bazar a number of soldiers caught hold of her and forcibly 
took her into a bath-room of the barrack, where they successively cou 
mitted rape upon her in a brutal manner. As she was coming out 


after all this, she was again suddenly seized by another soldier, who also 


committed rape on her. From the effects of these successive brutal assaults 


ee a 
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oor gitl lay on the ground covered with blood and quite senseless. A 
sergeant noticing her in this condition, sent information to the police. In the 
meantime she was sent to the hospital in 4 doolie, The Cantonment Magistrate 
has sent Jamila to the Alipore Criminal Court. It seems that the District 
Superintendent of Police has made a local enquiry. ‘The police version 
exonerates the soldiers and states that certain wicked mehiers had harassed 
Jamila in the morgue Of the hospital. Jamila had, however, stated before the 
District Magistrate that some soldiers had committed rape on her. After 
this terrible affair, Jamila must have lost all her sense. She cannot be 
expected to be able to obtain justice by her own endeavours. A thorough 
investigation should be made to elicit the truth in this matter. 

9, A correspondent writing in the Sanjwant [Calcutta] of the 9th July 


has the following :— "i 
The Netrakona police, Mymen- Pashan Chandra Kar stolethe ear-ring of a 
singh. daughter of Babu Raj Krishna Sarkar, a respect- 


able mukhtar of the Criminal Court of N etrakona, Mymensingh. The brother 
of the mukhtar deposed to the theft in the police-station, but the officer in 
charge of the station refused at first to accept the deposition on legal grounds. 
Eventually, however, he accepted the deposition after a great deal of argument 
on points of law. ‘I'he police daroga went to the house of the mukhtar Babu 
and brought the deposition of his wife in writing. But this did not satisfy him. 


He subsequently issued a summons requiring the wife of the mukhtar Babu to | 


appear in the station for examination, as she had been cited as a witness by 
the complainant. The writer is, however, aware that she was not cited as a 
witness. A respectable Hindu lady was thus compelled to come to the police- 
station in order tu be examined there. : 

It has become a matter of general knowledge and experience, that when 
thefts occur, the police can render no help to those who seek their services, and 
that, on the other hand, they are ever ready to. harass those who seek their help 
in various Ways. : 

10. The same paper P socnseni the followmg reports from correspon- 

ents :— | 

(1) Kaloha, Tangail, Mymensingh.—This is a 
large village, but the inhabitants are mostly 
extremely poor. Most of them live on the scanty proceeds of their daily 
labour. There are two chaukidars in the village, and one dafadar and one 
panchayet abovethem. Twohundred rupees have to be paid annually as salary 
for these men. It is for the Government to judge whether such a poor village 
as this should be so heavily taxed. fools | 

(2) Betagari, Mymensingh.—The most ignorant men are appointed as 
collecting panchayets, and are entrusted with the duties of assessing and collect- 
ing the tax, The chaukidars do the household work of the panchayet and the 
dafadar, and present themselves at the police-station twice in a week. This 
seems to be all their duty. Watching at night and suppressing thefts and 
badmashi do not appear to be regarded by them amongst their work. The 
officer in charge of the police-station takes care to appoint as panchayets only 
those who would be likely to do all he asks them to do. Whatever is collected 
in excess of the due amount goes to the coffers of the collecting panchayet. 
Auction-sale is extensively resorted to. Sales often take place for collectin 
petty sums like two annas! The real reason for this is that whatever is siaildal 
hy the sale in excess of the amount due goes to the pocket of the panchayet. 
Babu Rajendra Kumar Majumdar, a local zamindar, is collecting information 
regarding the oppressions committed in the collection of the tax, for publication 
in the press and for representation to the District Magistrate where deemed 


The oppressive character of the 
chaukidari-tax. 


SANJIVANI, 
July 9th, 1903. 


SANJIVANT. 


hecessary. One one occasion Rajendra Babu met the panchayet conducting ~ 


certain sales. When asked whether any previous notice of the sale had been 
issued, the panchayet explained that as the month was about to expire, no such 
notice could be issued! Of course, the sale had to be stopped on the inter- 
erence of the zamindar. But this illustrates the way in which the adminis- 
tration of the chaukidari-tax is being carried on in this village. 
» ‘Il. ‘The same paper has the following :— 
tiie, a So many as eight murders were committed in 
subdivision of the ‘Khaina dante’ June last in the Bagerh Btwn oF ee 


Khulna district. There is a serious dispute between 


| 


SANJIVANI. 
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the zamindar family of Basarbati and their tenants of Khonkarber. The houges 
of many tenants at Khonkarber have been looted and burnt down. Man 
tenants have left home to save life and honour, Hearing that the zamindars 
had instituted charges of murder and grape hurt against their tenants, and 
that the tenants had instituted against their zamindars charges of murder, affray._ 
and Wot, and hearing also of other like horrible incidents, tho sub-editor of this 
‘paper went to the scene of occurrence. He has written three letters from the 
spot, of which we publish the first for the information of Government. It ig 
our sub-editor’s firm belief that so long as the present Subdivisional Officer of 
Bagerhat is not transferred, these disturbances will not cease. 

The Subdivisional Officer is related to the zamindar family of Basarbati, 
Again, three of these zamindgrs have been appointed Honorary Magistrates, 
The tenants are convinced that they cannot expect to get justice under these 
circumstances. The District Magistrate of Khulna is a very just officer and 
enjoys the full confidence of the raiyats. We hope that the Magistrate himself 
will try these cases between zamindars and tenants and thereby nip the evil in 


the bud. 
THE SUB-EDITOR’S FIRST LETTER. 


Dated 1st July, Wednesday. 


There is a chur land called Khonkarber in the Rampal thana within the 
Bagerhat subdivision of the Khulna district. This chur, which consists of 
7 or 8 villages and contains a population of nearly 300, is the zamindari of the 
Chakravarti family of Basarbati. The chur was first brought under cultivation 
by tenants about 58 years ago and, as is usual in such cases, the rent was small. 
But improvements having been effected on the land by the tenants, the zamin- 
dars demanded a higher rent. But not succeeding in their attempt to enhance 
rent, they took to realising mangan and various other extra cesses from their 
tenants. These were first paid by the tenants, though reluctantly. But the 
objected to repeated demands of this nature, and the dispute came to a head 
when the zamindars erected a bund which used to be formerly erected by the 
ae themselves, and demanded a mangan of rupees two per bigha for that 
work, . | . 

It was in the refusal of the tenants to pay thisdemand that the disturbances 
originated. What has taken place since then defies description, and I have, in 
the course of my enquiries, often felt as if Khonkarber formed no part of 
British dominion. | 

On the refusal of the tenants to pay this demand, some of the zamindars 
came to the Khonkarber cwtcherry, summoned the tenants, and threatened them, 
saying that if they refused to pay this mangan it would be deducted from the 
rent paid by them, and that they would not get receipts for rent so long as the 
mangan was not paid. Feeling themselves utterly helpless, some of the tenants 
acy lens mangan. But they, too, I hear, have not yet got receipts for rents paid 

them. 

j Terrible oppression now began to be committed on'those who had refused to 
pay mangan. By whom and at whose instigation this oppression was committed 
is not known, ‘he tenants demanded receipts for rents paid by them, but 
receipts were refused. It is said that a rent of Rs. 60 was due from 4 tenant 
named Nimchand. He expressed a desire to sell his poy and pay the 
amount from the proceeds of the sale. He realised by the sale # sum of 
Rs, 280, and a pak was sent to take the whole of this amount from him. He 
and his relatives, however, refused to pay anything beyond the lawful rent of 
Rs. 60. An altercation took place between the patk and Nimchand’s brother. 
Dwarik. The park went back and reported the matter at the cutcherry 10 8 
exaggerated form. Upon this, 16 pasks were sent to take Nimchand and 
Dwarik to the cuécherry. When taken there the two brothers were mercilessly 
belaboured with a cane. Some of the tenants present having remonstra 
against this inhnman conduct, an order was passed to the effect that from 
date all the leading tenants should be in attendance at the cuicherry ever day 
from morning to evening. The authorities should promptly enquire W ther 
all this oppression was committed with or without the know edge of the 
zamindars. Pie | 

~ The zamindars have closed all schools on the chur and destroyed all read- 
ing books and writing materials, probably under the impression that education 
was responsible for their tenants’ refractoriness. | 
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If a prompt enquiry is not made as to who loot and burn down houses jp 
this manner, Khonkarber will soon be converted into a cremation ground, 
12. A correspondent of the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 10th J uly says 
that between January and June last a large number 
p Dacoity in eae villages in the of fearful dacoities were committed in the 
peeked Pétharpothé, Belahi, Bherhidhi, Son4pur, Naya- 
pérhudnpur, Mirganj, and Chauragrém villages under the Forbesganj thana in 
the Purnea district, in one of which the post-master of Sondpur was murdered. 
Many cases of dacoity occurred in the Mirgan) village in one night. The 
above villages are not more than two or three fros distant from the Forbesgan; 
thana, and yet the police is unable to check the badmashes or trace. the culprits, 
The dacoits use fire-arms, but the villagers are disarmed. The police is useless 
and the villagers are helpless. These circumstances have naturally emboldened 
the badmashes. 
13. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 10th July says :— 
Under the strict administration of Mr. Bignell, 
“ ae of queer —_— prohi- the Police Commissioner of Calcutta, the liquor 
ited hours in Valcutta. shops of the town are all closed after 9 o’clock in 
the evening. But the sale of liquor goes on even after that hour. Liquor from 
the shops is often stored in certain houses of ill-fame and sold after 9 o’clock. 
Many of the European hotels, as well as many similar native establishments, sell 
liquor even at midnight. : 
14. The Basumats [Calcutta] of the 11th July writes as follows:— 


| An invalid often makes a wound in his body 
-_ Lhe police and the liquor shops which is not allowed to heal. The bad humours of 

: the body come out through the wound and thus 
keep the body in good order. The liquor shops might be regarded as so many 
wounds through which the criminal propensities of society find a safe outlet. If 
these shops be suppressed too rigorously, the bad humours in society will spread 
themselves throughout its body and produce riots and murders everywhere. But 
able treatment may, on the other hand, restore society to its normal health, and 
then these wounds will heal of themselves. Ifthe police, out of their own free 
will, refuse the bribes which they receive every month from the liquor shops, 
all will be well. But if they are compelled to refuse the gratification which is 
paid to them freely, and without threat of any coercion by them, they will seek 
to realise similar gratification from other sources by the use of coercion, and 
thus police oppression will prevail everywhere in the community. No doubt, 
all illegal gratification whatever should be stopped, and Mr, Bignell, the 
Police Commissioner, has done well in trying to suppress gratification 
with a high hand. But it would have been better if he had arranged for an 
increate of the pay of the police constables before attempting to stop the illegal 
source of their income. At present the salary of the police constables is so 
small that honest men hold themselves aloof from the service, and those who 
-ohatd it, mostly seck to augment their income by means which are far from 

onest. : | 

15. The following appears in the English columns of the People and 
Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 11th July :-— 

The Commissioner of Police will lay the 
Calcutta public under a deep debt of obligation if he can prosecute a few 
bullock-cart drivers and incorrigible hacks who ply in the various streets of the 
town not according to the rules regulating such traffic, but according to their 
sweet will. This can be seen and verified any day in Chitpur Road, Collootolla 
Street, Canning Street, Mechua Bazar Street, and various other streets. No 
one objects to occasional violations of the rule, but what is most objectionable 
in these people is the insolent persistence in irregular traffic in busy bours 
the congested thoroughfares. When admonished or remonstrated with, they 


Matters for the Calcutta police. 


‘turn insolent, while a request never enters their auditory canal. A smart 


whipping seems to be the best course open to busy pedestrians, but they cannot 
take the law into their own hands. : 
Inhabitants of a certain portion of Amherst Street, I hear, are suffering % 
good deal of inconvenience owing to the joviality of certain of their unacco- 
modating and unwelcome neighbours. Some of the huts to the north 0 
premises No. 44 are occupied by some up-country people, who almost every 
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night disturb the peace and sleep of their neighbours by their violent music. 
We should no doubt tolerate joviality, mirth, and music occasionally, But these 
people keep up tom-tomming and singing in a chorus and on some days to the 
accompaniment of a clanging pair of cymbals, almost every night, and what is 
still more intolerable, they commence their music after nine in the night and 
roceed far into the night—sometimes even up to 2 a.m. The neighbours are 
all of them educated people who have to do much brain work. Then, again, 
there are diseases in which absolute quietude is an essential part of treatment. 
These people in their merriment never understand these things, and have 
become a source of nuisance to their neighbours. Just fancy a howling chorus 
of half-a-dozen up-country people, with incessant tom-tomming, occasionally to 
the accompaniment of a harsh clanging pair of cymbals—commencing after 
8 or 9 and proceeding up to midnight or beyond it—and all this from year’s end 
to year’s end. An enquiry from, any of the neighbours will corroborate my 
statements, and then a hint from the Commissioner of Police or from Inspec- 
tor B. L. Mitra of Moochipara thana will put an end to the perpetual 
muisance. ; 
Apart from the above, these dirty — constantly keep dirty the portion 
of the street in front of their huts by throwing out from the huts all sorts of 
refuse. These might well be deposited on the foot-path pavement. ‘The 
municipal authorities may take them to task for this. 
16. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 11th July hopes that the authorities 
will take prompt action on the memorial submitted 
eS a © the to the General Officer Commanding the Presidency 
rebar. cists District by the residents of Behala, Naskarpur, 
Durgapur, Shapur and other villages on the Diamond Harbour Road regarding 
the oppressions which are committed upon them by soldiers in broad daylight. 
The memorial says that the soldiers pluck fruits from trees in the gardens and 
threaten those who come forward to oppose them, and commit various other 
oppressions on the villagers. The memorialists also call attention to a 
recrudescence of theft and dacoity in the villages. ) 
17. A correspondent writing in the Dacca Prakash ES ceromt of the 12th 
July says that during the car festival at Srinagar 
in the Dacca district four of five men were 
accidentally run over by the car. Three or four 
men received severe injuries and one was immediately killed. Owing to serious 


Accidents in a car festival in 
the Dacca district. 


negligence, no police had been stationed at the place of occurrence, so that the — 


crowd in front of the car could not, be cleared when the car was pulled. The 
accident happened in consequence. It is stated that the dead body was not 
sent to the hospital for post-mortem examination. The editor draws the atten- 
tion of the District Superintendent of Police to this omission to send the dead 
body to the hospital, and says that the zamindars of Srinagar, in the compound 

of whose house the accident occurred, should be held responsible for it. 

18. The Hitavaréa [Calcutta] of the 12th July says that the policemen 
Vii of Calcutta take bribes from shopkeepers and 
police Banst the Calcutta hawkers. They put tv trouble in various ways those 
who refuse to give such bribes. it is said that the 

Inspectors of Police get no share of the amount thus realised. Some up-countr 


men who sel] flowers on the foot-path of the Harrison Road have become so bold, 


owing to the undue favour shown them by the police, that on the slightest 
Provocation they abuse passers-by in very filthy language. The Police Com- 
missioner should direct his attention to the matter. 

19. The same paper asks under what law does the Police Commissioner 


Gambling on the occasion of the grant licenses to those who intend to keep gambl- 


Kali puja, | ing houses during the Kali puja festival. The law 


is far from recognising such a shameful profession, 

nor does it perhaps authorise the Police Commissioner to grant a license to any 

pres intending to follow it. It is to be hoped that the practice of giving 
censes for gambling will be stopped on the occasion of the next Kali puja. 


(b)—Working of the Courts, pe 
20. The Barisal Hitaishi [Barisal] of the 7th July has the following:— 
_ A few days ago three gentlemen were cycling 
down the street on the river-side in Barisal, a little 
after dusk, without having lighted their lamps. 


The Magistrate of Barisal in a 
case of cycling without lights. 
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On the way they met Mrs, Weston, the wife of the Magistrate. The cyclists 
assed by Mrs. Weston, but unfortunately her dog was frightened,’ Mrs 
West n came up to the cyclists and tonk down their names. The matter ian 
reported to the Magistrate, who called the gentlemen to his presence, and 
although the gentlemen tendered an apology for the oversight, the: Magistrate 
threatened to prosecute them and to instruct the trying Magistrate to award 
corporal punishment if they were found guilty, if they did not immediate] 
pay down three hundred rupees as subscription to the Charitable Dispensary, 
This the gentlemen were at last compelled todo. The cyclists had committed 
only an act of trifling oversight. As it was a moonlit night, the chances of: 
danger from the lamps not being lighted were extremely small. Similar 
oversights are often committed by Europeans who are never called to account. 
The Magistrate should not have gone to such lengths for so insignificant a 
fault. It is not clear what right he had to hold out to the cyclists a threat of 

corporal punishment. paeR | 
21. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh | of the 7th July, writes as follows: 


oles” ‘ ae The — omg by the Charu Mihir on the 
abu = Nayanaojan = Dhatia- treatment which Babu Nayananjan Bhattacharyya 
foil de A gia a Deputy Magistrate, yncninak accorded to Lalit 
Bea Babu during the trial of the case under section 107: 
of the Criminal Procedure Code, appear to have greatly chagrined him. That | 
the mild observations made in the Charu Mimr have hurt him so much 
appears to be very strange. He gave out his mind on the subject in open 
Court the other day, and while doing so, his dramatic gesticulations gave no 
small delight to those present. The self-satisfaction which he felt by showing 
his contempt for the Charu Mihir on that occasion was really admirable, but 


‘whatever he may say or do outwardly, no charmed nostrum can dispel the. 


evil dreams which his remembrance of the Charu Mihiy makes him dream 
every night. It appears that he has threatened to withdraw his name from 
the list of subscribers to the Charu Mihir, What meritorious service led the. 
latter to include Nayananjan Babu amongst its subscribers cannot. be 
ascertained; but this is certain that. the Charu Mihir is strong enough to be 
able to stand on its own legs without any support which Nayananjan Babu can 
extend to it, Nayananjan Babu poured the vials of his-wrath on the devoted 
head of the Amrita Bazar Pairika also, and made a display of heroism by 
so doing. It is, however, not apprehended that the Amrita Bazar Patrika 
will be, in any way, injuriously affected by his vilification. He declared 
that the remarks made by the Amrita Bazar Patrika against him had led to, 
his promotion. There is a belief amongst many that adverse opinion expressed. 
in the native press against any official leads to his promotion. It seems. 
Nayananjan Babu has confirmed this belief by making a statement in open 
Court. lt is doubtful whether the Government will favour him for making. 
such & statement openly. Nayananjan Babu’s conceit is immeasurable, and if 
he does not keep it within bounds, it may eventually produce mental 
aberration. oe | | 
22, The same paper says that a certain judicial officer in the town of 
| Mymensingh comes to Court in the afternoon and 
A complaint against a judicial leaves it at about 10 o'clock in the OT ORS- 
officer in Mymensingh. This causes great inconvenience to mukhtars, 
» Witnesses, parties, and others, ie 
23, Referring to the six cases between the officers of the Maharaja Suryy 
Kanta Acharyya of Mymensingh and certain other. 
persons under sections 145, 447, 341,. and 342 of 
- the Criminal Procedure Code, the same pape 
says :— : | | 
Babu Manomohan Ghosh. a naib of the Maharaja, submitted a petition 
to the’ District Magistrate praying that the six cases might be transferred from 
the file of Babu Nayananjan Bhattacharyya, Deputy Magistrate, Mymensingh, 
to the file of some other Deputy Magistrate, as there was a possibility of @ 
failure of justice if the cases were tried by him. The petition of Babu 
Manomohon Ghosh contains very serious allegations against Nayananjan Babu. 
Anath Babu, another Deputy Magistrate, has also not been able tq come out 
unscathed in this matter. Ifthe allegations are true, nothing can be more 
disgraceful for a judicial officer. A thorough investigation into the comp!aints 
is prayed for, | , 


A complaint against Babu 
Nayananjan Bhattacharyya. 


’ 
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ndent of the Medini Bandhav { Mid ]of the 8th July 

sh lai West complains: that the ab Remates of Panchkura in 

A complaint against ® Sub- the Midnapore district fails to register all the deeds, 
cs that are presented for gpm 1 a day, Soot 
that day, and usually postpones for a month or more tbe registration 
porn them A pre not sadalon’ on the day of presentation, He cannot 
a induced by any entreaty to register any such deed svoner. It should be 
enquired whether this delay takes place in consequence of an increase in the 
number of deeds presented for registration or In consequence of the Sub- 
Registrar's old age rendering him incapable of quick work. In any case, the 


inconvenience which is caused to the public ought to be removed. 


(¢)—Local Self-Government and Munictpal Administration. 
95. The Bikas [Barisal] of the 7th July says :— 2 


The proceedings of the short-sighted, narrow- 
Government's present policy winded modern officials make it evident that they 
in regard to municipal self-govern- + 4) snatch away municipal self-government. 
Ww y pa 
_ from the hands of the people, not because the 
natives are unfit for it, but because they show a rare aptitude forit. A 
smart subordinate often excites jealousy in the minds of his superior officers. 
And the authorities cannot apparently bear to see self-government so well 
carried on by natives. In former times the officials who used to come out to 
India were generous and educated men, and they were glad to be able to 
train the natives and to share with them the government of the country. But 
every one knows in what light the present-day officials view the aspirations 
of the natives. Even the various shortcomings of municipal self-government 
are wholly due to these officials. ; 
It would appear that the policy of the Government with regard to 
municipal self-government is to take away gradually all power from the 
hands of the natives. A violent agitation should be set up throughout the 
country against such a policy. | : 

26. The Burdwan Sanjivant [Burdwan] of the 7th July says that most 
people in Burdwan have been glad to learn that 
the Magistrate has informed the Commissioners 
of the Burdwan Municipality that they might 
electa Chairman from among themselves. It is a matter of congratulation 
to the people that Government has not deprived them of a. rare privilege 
which it was itself kind enough to bestow upon them. The writer can 
hardly believe that Government acted on its own motion in proposing to 
appoint a Deputy Magistrate as Chairman of the Municipality. Probably 
somebody had written something to Government on the subject of the 
appointment of a Chairman, and acting upon the suggestion made, Govern- 
ment proposed an official Chairman. If so, Government cannot certainly be 
held responsible for any harm we do ourselves. | | 

<7. The Aitavaii [Calcutta] of the'10th July says that recently the 
Calcutta Municipality brought a case against one 
Dwarakanath Basak, living in -Ratan Sarkar’s 
Garden Street, for arrears of rates in respect of a 
bustce in Machua Bazar Street. On receiving summons, Dwaraka Babu wrote 
to the Municipal Chairman that he owned no bustee in Machua Bazar Street. 

_ +e municipal authorities paid no heed to this letter. He had, therefore, 
to appear in Court on the day of the hearing of the case. After a whole day’s 
patient waiting, when the case was taken up in the afterroon, it was with- 
drawn by the Municipality on the ground of mistake committed by itself, 


The Chairmanship of the Burd- 
wan Municipality. 


A complaint against the Calcutta 
Municipality. 


Mgpin1 BaNDHAV, 
July 8th, 19038. 


BIKAS, 
July 7th, 1903, 


- BuRDWAN 
SaNJIVANI, 


July 7th, 1903. 


HiravaDI, 
July 10th, 1908. 


Dwaraka Rabu applied for costs, but the Court did not grant the application. 


© 18 now at liberty to bring a compensation suit against the Municipality. 
The Municipality committed a mistake; but when the mistake was pointed. 
Out to it, it remained apathetic, and the result is that an innocent man has 
n needlessly harassed. Is there nobody to look to these matters ? 
28. The Nava Yug LOneeite, of the llth July says that on the 9th 
July 
Helis Ones of the Caloutta DroJ . Kundu of the Calcutta Health Office, was 


g: 4 _ found moving about in the fish market in the 
ula Bazar in Calcutta. The writer pointed out to hima rotten Ailsa. fish, 


ast, an officer, who gave himself out as. 


Nava Yoa, 
July 11th, 1903. 
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but: it was, in his opinion; not rotten. Again, when ‘some rotten jack: fruits 
were pointed dut to him he said that it: was the duty: of the Food Ine 
to look to these matters, and that: he was there to inspect only fish. The babs 
7 office requires to be reformed. ) ie ee 
PEOPLE AND 29, The following is taken from the English columns of the People ang 
in ok oe Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 11th July :— 

: | . The attention of the Food Inspectors of the 
Calcutta Municipality should be pointedly drawn to the condition of sweetmeats 
exposed for sale atthe various native sweetmeat shops. Articles intendeg 
for human consumption are exposed night and day to the clouds of dust raised 
by winds or by the vigorous brooms of sweepers. And what infectious disease 
is not borne by dust? There should be stringent regulations to compel all 
vendors of articles intended for human consumption to expose such articles in 
glass almirahs or show-cases. 1 hope the Chairman will soon publish a gerieg 
of bye-laws on the subject. : 

Theoretically speaking, the streets do not require to be watered in the 
rainy season. But is the Corporation aware what clouds of dust ‘are raised by 
the wind every day, «ged in the evening, in certain parts of the northern 
part of the town? We suffer this inconvenience in silence. But what havoc 
does this cloud of dust play among the sick and the unwell! The asthmatics 
expect a fit every moment, and those whose chests are weak are thus rendered 
liable to an attack of phthisis by each such cloud. 
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Sweetmeats in Calcutta. 


( f)- Questions affecting the land. 


SANJIVAMI, 30. A correspondent writing in the Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 9th July 
| July 9th, 1903, - gaveit— | oe 
PO rg 4 yah od “a The tenants. on the Mechpara estate in the 
Goalpara district lived happily under the able and 
beneficent management of their kind zamindar, the late Rai Prithvi Ram Chav- 
dhuri. But after his demise, his successors could not agree amongst themselves, 
As a consequence, the tenants were put to great inconvenience and hardship. 
One had to interview all.the co-sharers and their respective amla before 
any business could be transacted with them. To take out a forest pass or to 
make any other settlement required no less than three mouths’ time and a great 
deal of expense as well. In accordance with instructions issued by the then Chief 
Commissioner, Sir Henry Cotton, and the Deputy Commissioner of Goalpara, 
Mr. Jack+on, a joint-manager was appointed on behalf ofall the co-sharers. 
The present holder of this post is one Babu Rajani Nath Ghosh, a dismissed 
munsif. Babu Rajani Nath does not dare to do anything without the consent 
of all the co-sharers, This.subservience of the n.anager toall the co-sharers has 
made the case worse. For, at present, in addition to the zamindars and their 
amla, the manager has got to be interviewed and persuaded before anything 
can be done. | oa oe 
The salary of the manager has been increased from Rs. 2:0 to Rs. 300, 
no one knows on what ground. This sum, together with the travelling 
allowances drawn by the manager is a burden which the zamindars, 
heavily in debt as they are, can ill-afford to bear. To meet this expense 


the zamindars are busy devising plans and schemes for enhancing the rents of 
the tenants. 
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(9)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


PEOPLE AND 31. In continuation of its previous articles on the subject, the People and 
bi agueyg ll | Pratwasi [Calcutta ] of the 9th July p blishes, in its 
ee cerlieft of goods on the Bengal. Enolish columns, the following relating to the theft 
entral Railway. ; : 
of goods on the Bengal Central Railway:— | 

Now we proceed to cite some cases to prove that thieves in railway 
omplg care very little whether goods are sent, under Risk Note Form he 

under Risk Note Form A. They ply their trade’ regardless of the Form of Ris 
Note, considering themselves sate under all sorts of circumstances. _ 

- Here area few instances of goods being stolen from consignments sm 
under Risk Note Form A:— = == | 5 ‘ | l 

| (1) On the 18th of June one ‘bundle twist was consigned to Joy 
_ Karikar at Chaugacha (Invoice No, 35, Rt. No. 8701 of 18th June 1903). 49° 
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bundle weighed ‘one maund'and 12-seers. ‘The bundle. reached Chaugacha on 
the 27th June in broken condition .and:2? seers ‘short in weight. : The bundle 
had been broken: and some of the contents stolen. < art's - 
(2) On the 9th May Babu B. K. Bose from Calcutta booked .a consign- 
ment of fine rice to: Babu Debendra Prasad: Ghose, Chaugacha (Pro. No. 
116744). After waiting a very long time Babu Debendra Prasad wrote to the 
Traffic Superintendent to know if the consignment had vanished. The follow- 
ing apswer was given him:— — ee ee eee On 43 
, No. 0-6-3 03. : 
: é |. Benoat Centra, RAiLway, 
‘Trarric DepaRTMENT. | 


Calcutta, the 28th May 1903. 


Calcutta to Chaugacha, R-R. No. H6744 of 9-56-08. One bag rice. 
DEAR SIR, 7 | | ce 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 24th May 1903, and to inform 
you that consignments booked from Caloutta are dealt with by the E.. B. 8, Railway staff, 

snd the matter has therefore been referred to the Shed Foreman of that Railway at Calcutta. 

On hearing from him I will address you again. es = 


Your faithfully, 
&o., &e. 


This “again” was deferred rather long. And on the 7th June Babu 
Debendra Prasad wrote to say that he had waited long, and would proceed 
against the Company legally. He had nothing to do with the E. B. S. 
Railway, for the receipt was granted by the Bengal Central Railway Company. 
This is the answer he received :— 


No. C-6-3-08. ; 
BENGAL CenTRAL Raitway, 
TrarFic DEPARTMENT. 


Calcutta, the 11th June 1903. 


Caleutta to Chaugacha, R-R. No. H6744 of 9-5-03. 
Deak Sir, | | _ oe : 
Your letter dated 7th June 1903. The case was first brought to my notice only on the 


24th May 19038, and sincethen I have not lost sight of it. The matter is under enquiry, 
and as soon as it is completed I will advise you of the result. 


Yours faithfully, . 
&o., &o. 


Now, the Bengal Central Railway is only 125 miles long from terminus to 
terminus. And the very competent Traffic Superintendent did not hesitate to 
declare that 19 days was not sufficient time for him to trace the cons:gnment 

within this splendid distance of 125 miles. ) 

However, after more than a month and-a-half, Babu Ghose was on 24th 
June informed by the station-master of Chaugacha that his consignment was 
come. It was in a slack condition and about half a maund short in weight. It 
was at Jessore—a station beyond Jhikergachha! Babu Ghose, before: taking 
delivery, wrote to ask ifthe Company would settle his claim out of Court. 
The Traffic Su erlntendent, apparently of opinion that the theft by the thieves 
in railway employ was not an important matter, wrote the following letter, 
which, though written on the lst July, was posted at 3-25 p.m, on the 2nd :— 


No. C-6-3-03. 4 
. ‘Benoa Centrat, Rariway, 
TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT. 


Calcutta, the 1st July 1903. 


Your letter dated 24th June 1903 : 


oaean? With reference to your letter quoted above, I ‘beg to refer you to the wales ‘laid 

, oaad tina ie Asan 17 of rgd oe ee, Tariff. pops bt eiroumstances men- 
Aereln, it delivery is not he ill remain at your risk or 

the usual charge for whites! ken the bag wil remain at y only and subject to 

> * q * o ee | * 

This cool indifference is nothing if not astounding. 


Dear Sir, 


HBitavaD!I, 


July 10th, 1903. 


HI1TaVapli. 


enquiry into the matter? Does not his conduct 


(° 612: ) 


32. A correspondent of the Hitavadi {Calcutta} of the 10th July. as 
7 ‘i i oF . mi — of the 20th May last.a Tepe 
A complaint against the : a ndian y accompanied by a girl 8 
cleo te Balai wation eo fron, No, 20 down. passenger train at” the Nees 


ae | station on the East Indian Railway. There was 
no male person with them, as the brother of the lady, who had had to aczom. 

y them on the journey, had misssed the train after they had gotin. The 
night was far advanced and the lady wisely determined to pass the remaining 
hours of darkness in the open shed in the station rather than in the waitin 
room for women. When the station became calm and quiet the booking-clerk 
of the station, Mrigendra Babu by name, came to her and made vicious proposals 
She became so much enraged, that the coward, frightened by her angry looks, 
had to goaway disappointed. On the next morning her brother came by No. 10 
down loop mail and informed the station-master of the whole matter. The 
station-master said that he would report it to the authorities and have the 
villain punished, who ought te have been hended over to the police then and 
there. It is rumoured that on the 25th May last the station-master reported 
the matter to the District ‘I'raffic Superintendent in letter No, 1059, but nothing 
further has been done by way of enquiry, &c. Respectable people do not wish 
to go to law Courts over such matters for fear of spreading scandal. A few 
days ago the booking-clerk said to a respectable man: ‘‘ What. has the station- 
master been able to do by reporting against me?” It is hoped that the District 
Traffic Superintendent will enquire into the case and do justice in it. 

33. ‘ The same paper publishes the following railway complaints :— 

(1) Babu Lalit Mohan Basu, writing from No. 34, 
Sukea’s Street, Calcutta, says that on the 19th May 
last he received the following reply to the complaint which he had made 
against the booking-clerk of the Midnapore station (see Report on Native 


Railway complaints. 


_.Papers of the 16th May 1908, paragraph 35, clause 3) :— 


C-18-993 


No. 1G 


Trarric Manacer’s Ofrice, 
13, Garnen Reacu Roap, Catcurta. 
16th 


Dated the 18th May 1908. 


Dear Sir, 


Re complaint against booking-clerk, Midnapore. Your post-card dated 7th 


May 1903. 
I have had the complaint you have made against the Bookin g Clerk, Midnapore, in 
ey letter of 15th ultimo, and find that as you presented a coin which was not regular it 
ad to be rejected. In returning the coin the booking-clerk acted up to orders. 


; In regard to his refusal to give change, he explains that at the time he had no 
change. 


Yeurs faithfully, 


G. A. Barey, 


for Actg. Traffic Manager. 
L. W. B. 


To Basu Laur Monan Basv, ° 
84, Sukhea Street, Caleutta. 


As regards the coin, the correspondent’s office master has given him the 
following certificate :— 
Grinptay & Co, 


Calcutta, the 18th June 1908. 


I HAVE examined the Rupee shown to me by Lalit Mohan Bose, clerk in our office. 
Its sound: is good, and I do not think it a spurious one. Ido not see any reason W 
the booking-clerk, Midnapore, objected to take it. | 


How did the Officiating Trafic Manager know that the coin was aperies 
and that the booking-clerk had no change? Why did he not institute oe 
Catae an undue partiality or 
subordinates?” ng 


( a} 


(2) Baba Prasanna Kumar Ray, writing from No. 25,‘ Pataldanga Street, 
Calcutta, says that people intending to go to the Metori mela in the N adia 
district have to fake train at the Banpur. station on the Hast Indian Railway. 
Large numbers of passengers therefore gather in’ the station on the mela days, 
7th to 11th Asarh (B.S.). On the 9th Asarh, or 24th June last, the correspond- 
ent had occasion to notice the culpable misconduct of the station staff towards 
them. Only one booking-clerk sells tickets. It may be owing to this cause or 
ty the booking-clerk’s neglect of duty that large numbers of —— 
cannot procure tickets. The station master sometimes helps the bookin -clerk, 
but not until he is bribed by passengers to do so. The menials attached to the 
station are also bribed by passengers to purchase tickets for them. The 
pooking-clerk abuses passengers and behaves very ‘dishonestly with them,” On 
the day in question the correspondent paid him four rupees for four tickets 
from the station to Calcutta. ‘The fare from the station to Calcutta is 143 
annas, so that the balance due by the. booking-clerk was 6 annas. But he 
returned the correspondent 1 anna only, On the latter's asking him for 5 
annas more, he said that he would pay if after calculation he should find more 
due by him. Just at this moment the No. 16 down train steamed into the station 
and the correspondent was obliged to leave the balance with the booking-clerk. 
The correspondent is also an eye-witness of the following case. An illiterate 
rustic paid the station-master Re. 1-4, annas 2 as bribe and Re. 1-2 
for four tickets from the station to Gopalnagar. Thereupon the station- 
master went to the booking-office and brought for‘him four tickets. The poor 
man afterwards showed the tickets to the correspondent and some other men, 


and they all read the words “qq>yJq *8Cw ATT ” (from Banpur to Rana- 
ghat) written on the tickets. The poor man ran to the station-master. He had 
not a single pice left-with him. But neither his entreaties nor his tears could 
move the heart of the station-master. —o 

(3) Babu Krishnalal Chatterji, writing from Taliganj, says that recently, 


one day, he found the waterman, attached to the Baligan) station on the | 


Eastern Bengal State Railway, supplying drinking-water to Hindu passengers 
from a pot which had been touched by a Christian in his presence. Does not 
the Railway Company know that with Hindus it is pollution to drink water 
touched by non-Hindus ?. 

(4) Babu Kalipada Banerji, writing from Amddpur, says that. on the 17th 
May last he asked the booking-clerk of the Amddpur station on the loop line 
for three full tickets and one half-ticket from Amadpur to Calcutta. The 
booking-clerk said that he would not issue a half-ticket without seeing the 
person for whom it was intended, and that the correspondent might report 
against him for this. ‘The girl for whom a half-ticket was wanted was standing 
on the other platform and a goods train was standing between the two 
platforms. In this state of things it was the booking-clerk’s duty to go over to 
the girl and see her, but this he did not do. Besides this, he opened the 
booking-office only 4 or 5 minutes before the starting of the train, so that there 
was no time to bring the girl over to him. Anyhow, the correspondent was 
obliged to purchase a full ticket for her, but when he asked the booking-clerk 
what his name was, the latter replied, “I have no name.” The correspondent 
asked, . How can I report against you when you are afraid of telling your 
name ? : On this the booking-clerk abused him in such words as “ fool,” 

stupid,” sara sel etc., and threatened to beat him. On enquiry the corres- 


rena came to know that the booking-clerk’s name was Akshay . Kumar 
ar. 

_(5) Babu Hemendra Nath Adhya, writing from Bansberia, Hooghly, com- 
plains of want of waiting-rooms for males and females in the Trisbigha station 
on the East Indian Railway. Pilgrims bound for Triveni, the Hanseswart temple 
of Bansberia, and Uddharan Datta Thakur’s path in Saptagram have to come to 
this station. The roads leading from the station to these are very dangerous. 
car pil ms have therefore to spend the night in the station. People 
accidentally failing to catch trains have also to wait there for hours together. 
But want of waiting-rooms causes them the greatest hardship and inconvenience 
in the‘ heat and in the rains. - All tbis compels many respectable people to incur 
large expenses in going to the Hooghly or Magra station. A waiting-room, at 
least for females, is urgently needed in the Trisbigha station. 


on}. 
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Hrravavi, 
July .10th, 1903. 


HiTavaBTA, 
J uly 12th, 1908, 


HIrvavaRTa. 


HitavaDl, 
July 10th, 1903. 
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BaNnGaVasl, 
July 11th, 2903. 


BHARAT Mitra, 
July 11th, 1903. 


N1HaR, 
July 14th, 1903, 
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34, The same paper says that the Jamalpur Loco office and workshop 
were closed on Saturday and not on Friday for 
celebrating the King-Emperor’s birthday. The 
ten thousand coolies working in the workshop were 
grieved at their not being allowed to work on 
Saturday, because on Saturdays they earn full wages by working for five hours 
only. . 7 
35. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 12th July is sorry that the ill-treat- 
ment of passengers by railway employes igs 
Attitude of the railway employés increasing every day. ‘The preventive measures 
ee adopted by railway authorities do not lessen the 
scandal at all. Some stronger measures ought to be adopted by the higher 
authorities. 


36. The same paper is sorry that the absence from duty of the lady 

ticket-collector of the Howrah station has put lady 

ane lady tieket-collector at the passengers to great inconvenience. The railway 

pipes authorities should procure another lady to serve 
in her place. 


The last birthday holiday in 
the Jamalpur Loco workshop. 


(h)— General. 


37. The gate of the Raja of Nashipur’s palace in Murshidabad town, says 

the Hitavad TCaleutta’ of the 10th July, not being 

The Raja of Nashipur and the to the taste and liking of Mr. Carey, the District 
District Magistrate of Murshidaba- Masistrate, the latter asked the Raja to dismantle 
it. But the Raja refused to pull down a gate which 

was built by his ancestors and which is admired by all. Mr. Carey was 
evidently displeased at this, but if was not easy to take a Raja to task. He 
has therefore taken to the policy of remarking in the last administration report 


of the district that the Raja does not show proper respect to the district - 


authorities. It remains to see what the Bengal Government does in the matter 


88. The same paper says that, in spite of the reduction of the salt-tax, 

most of the mufassal grocers have not reduced 

eck salt not reduced inthe the price of salt in their shops. The authorities 
é 7 should look to this. 


39. A correspondent of the Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 11th July asks for 
the establishment of a post-office at Gopalnagar 
in the Bankura district, the village being at present 
included in the Mijia post-office, which is about eight miles distant from it, 
Repeated representations to the postal authorities, with an undertaking to pay 
the expenses of an experimental office, have produced no result. 


40. To incur the displeasure of the vernacular press by oppressing 

: _ Natives, says the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 

fo peression of nativesasa claim 11th July, is one of the tactics to which the 

promotion. haeped ’ Je 

civilians have, nowadays, recourse for obtaining 

promotion, Mr. Rowe, as well-as another civilian in Assam, and some others 

have actually got promotion by this means. Sir Charles Elliott, the late 

Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, was very liberal in giving promotion to such 
civilians. | 

41, A correspondent writes in the Nihar [Contai] of the 14th July 
as follows:— 

The monthly income of Babu Narasinha Das, 
of the village Pankhai under the Khajari thana in the Midnapore district, does 
not exceed Rs. 400. The income-tax assessor has, however, assessed Rs. 28 
as his tax. Formerly when Narasinha Babu and his two brothers lived 
and carried on business jointly, the tax assessed on him wasthe same 
gum of Rs. 28, They now live and work separately. -The assessor also refused 
to reduce his tax even when the agreement made between the brothers 
was shown to him, and he did not omit to tax the other two brothers as well. 
The Deputy Magistrate, when appealed to, had not the courage to interfere 
with what had been done. by the assessor. ‘ 


A postal representation. 


An income-tax complaint. 


"ety. 
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ITT.—Leais.ation. 
: HivTavabTa’ ~ 
42, The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 12th July has the following :— ath, 1908. 
In the Supreme Legislative Council a question aaa 


Management of Hinda temple Yo. asked in connection with the management of 
a devottar properties. It is clear that any movement 
against the misman ent of devotiar estates will meet with opposition, 
Those who call themselves leaders of the Hindu community should remove from 
the mind of the Hindu public all fear caused by the movement and let the 
Government know what kind of management 1s calculated to better the con- 
dition of Hindu temples. It is well known that within the precincts of the 
temples all sorts of shameless and immoral acts are committed by the priests, 
but the Hindu community is powerless to check the evil, Now, what are the 
steps which should be taken in order to put the Hindu temples on a good and 
satisfctory footing? Itis needless to say that without legislation no improve- 
ment will be possible. At the same time, the management of the temples 
should not be vested in Government officers, but placed in the hands of com- 
mittees which are to be formed for that purpose. 


: 1V.—NativE STATES. 
43, The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Pairska [Calcutta] of the sn1sa VisENe 


8th July has the following :— Axampa Bane. 

All readers of newspapers are aware how some —_ PA™#iks, 
native Princes have, within the last few years, been  °™7 S190. 
harassed one after another. About eight months ago we referred to the troubles 
which Bhalanaja, Raja of Bhilka-in Kathiawar, had to undergo. Bhalanaja is 
a fourth class native Prince. In August last, a rumour was set afloat that he 
had murdered one of his menial servants. Government heard the rumour, but 
could not all of a sudden take any step against the Raja, because he was not a 
British subject, nor was the place of the alleged occcurrence within British terri- 
tory. But Government soon got over the difficulty. Bhalanaja was induced 
to come to a place within the jurisdiction of the Political Agent and was there 
arrested, and was informed that he was charged with the crime of murder. 
What followed is something that one can hardly believe. The police placed 
hand-cuffs on this independent Prince and lodged him in the police hajut, He 
was every day taken through the public streets to the Magistrate’s Court, and 
brought back to the Anjut, barefooted and hand-cuffed, and he was treated in 
this manner though no enquiry had been made as to the truth of the charge 
against him. Europeans are constantly shooting or kicking natives to death, 
but are they ever placed under hand-cuffs? Do native Princes occupy a posi- 
tion inferior to that of even such Europeans? 

Bhalanaja informed the authorities that as he was an independent Prince, 
no Magistrate had jurisdiction over him. But Government refused at the time 
to listen to him. After enquring, however, Government came to its senses and 
saw that what Bhalanaja had said was right, namely, that no Magistrate had 
jurisdiction over him, and that he ought to be tried by a Commission. If Gov- 
ernment had seen this a little earlier, the Raja would have been spared much 
of the humiliation to which he had been subjected. However that may be, a 
Commission was appointed, and it made an enquiry and sent a report to Gov- 
ernment. Though the report has not yet been published, the impression in the 
public mind is that it is not adverse to the Raja. The witnesses for the prosecu- 
tion openly confessed that they had been tortured and that they were kept 
under the constant supervision of the police. It is clear, therefore, that the 
Raja had no opportunity of exercising any influence over them. _ 

Six months passed, but no one came to know anything about the opinion 
Government had formed on reading the report. Suddenly, one day, however, 
the Raja heard that the Government had thought him unfit to rule and had 
drawn up a resolution deposing him and banishing him from his territory, and 
-_ he was thenceforth to remain under the surveillance of the Ahmedabad 
police, | ies 

The mystery underlying this resolution is too deep to be unravelled by a 
man of ordinary intelligence, It does not contain a word of the charge of 
murder that was brought against him. The charge recorded against him in the 


Government and the native 
Princes. : 
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resolution is that he is incompetent to rule. But there is no evidence to bear 
this out. . 

So much for the Raja-of Bhilka. Again, a rumour was heard about a 
month ago that the Mabaraja of Cashmere was going to hand over his torr 
tories to the British Government. It was not, however, believed at the time. 
But the Simla News says that the Maharaja has really become anxious to make 
over Cashmere to the British Government and will keep for themself only 
Jummoo and the surrounding country, and that Lord on is taking the 
trouble of paying a visit to Cashmere only to fulfil the Maharaja’s wishes. Byt 
it is a mystery why the Maharaja has become so anxious to part with a beauti. 
ful country like Cashmere. 3 2 

cag nggcses. 44, The Sanjwan ——" of the 9th July has the following: — 
July 9th, 1903. : n ancient times, whenever the Reins con- 
quered a territory, they induced many thousands of 
Roman cultivators, by gifts of land, houses, &c., to settle in the newly acquired 
tract, the object being to keep the conquered people overawed. By this m 
the Romans kept newly conquered territories in submission without feeling any 
necessity for troops and forts. 
Lord Curzon has a profound knowledge of Roman politics and is also pos. 
sessed of great foresight. It is with the object of removing all danger to 
English supremacy in India that he is giving English planters and English 
traders and merchants a very prominent place in this country. Is His Excel. 
lency also trying to get Cashmere with the same object? Is it also true that he 
wishes to induce Englishmen to settle in Cashmere? The Simla News says that 
the Maharaja of Cashmere does not like Cashmere but is very fond of Jummoo 
and its surrounding country, that His Highness is, therefore, very gladly 
giving up Cashmere in return for the country he likes so much, and that he was 
neither compelled nor induced by evil counsel to take the contemplated step. 
We implore Lord Curzon to say at once if what the Simla News says is true. 
Cashmere is said to be a heaven on earth, and what wonder that every- 
body should covet it? Yet, if the Simla News is to be believed, the Maharaja 
of Cashmere has grown sick of such a beautiful country. That newspaper is 
transported with joy at the rumoured transfer and says that too much credit 
cannot be given to Lord Curzon, if the rumour turns out, correct; he is takin 
Cashmere in exchange from the Maharaja, who is giving it of his own free will, 
and the exchange will be a gain on both sides. 
Government should make no delay in informing the public whether the 
— is making the exchange of his own free will and in sound state of 
mind. oe | 
Bixcavast. . § 45, Referring to the case in which Raja Bhalanaja, of Bhilka in 
beeen oe ees _ Kathiawar, has been deposed on the charge of 
were et E Bhilke in Kathia- haying murdered a servant, the Bangavasi [Cal- 
cutta] of the 11th July writes as follows:— 
In the resolution which Government has recorded in this case there 18 
no mention of the Raja’s guilt. The Commission which tried him probably 
found him guilty, and this ought to have been mentioned in the Government 
resolution. Again, the Raja was hand-cuffed and made to walk on foot. 
Was this right? The Commission says that it was not right. If the Raja 
was guilty let him be punished, but judge, O Lord Curzon, what punishment 
does that man deserve to whose fault it was owing that this unlawful and 
dishonourable act was committed. 
md ong 46. The People and ee ee a llth July writes % 
July 1th, 1908. follows in its English columns:—. : 
one eee of manual The reader is aware that for some time past 
rumours have been afloat to the effect that the Viceroy’s forthcoming visit 
to Cashmere has a political object, the same object being nothing more oF 
Jess than the appropriation of Cashmere to the Indian Empire. The 1 
Press did not approve of the project and it formed. the subject of a lot o 
comment in their columns. Then some pretentious Anglo-Indian pap* 
very wise ‘in its own conceit, attempted,to lay the rumours at rest, al 
reassure the perturbed mind of the people by telling them that the whole 
was an invention pure and simple, and that the sinister intentions crea”™ 
to Lord Curzon existed nowhere ‘except in the fertile imagination of the? - 
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. Well, he laughs best who laughs last, and though the Proneer was 
pHa to laugh to seare the credulous simplicity of the Indian people, the 
fangh by the light of subsequent developments must be said to lieon the other 
side. ‘The Delhi Morning Post, which is not an Indian paper, has made the 
following announcement in all seriousness of purpose: —‘‘ By January next 
Cashmere will be under British rule, the Maharaja having occupied Jummoo 
and Sealkot. Cashmere will be thrown open to British settlers, and a large 
number of white troops will be garrisoned there during the summer.” Is not 
this news portentous? Wil! the Maharaja of Cashmere stoop to ruling as 
a vassal of the King amidst the reduced splendours of Sealkot or will he, 
like one of the devils in Milton,— 


“* .)6)hCl..~ «COrather than be less. 
Care not to ve at all?” 


But Lord Curzon is quite set upon visiting Cashmere, and nothing that 
we may say can turn His I'xcellency from his purpose. But we venture to 
think that the Viceroy could not have chosen a less opportune time for his 
visit to Cashmere. For though the same visit may spell the abdication on 
the part of the Maharaja of the throne of his fathers, yet His Highness will 
have to choke down his sobs as best he can, put on a dismal glad face though 
his skin may be lacerated by a veritable shirt of Nessus, and play the host to 
his distinguished guest and his suite in a right royal style. This would 
mean large expenses, which the Maharaja is not in a position to incur just 
now. Every pice that he can spare ought to go to the relief of his subjects, 
who are now in sore straits and in the grip of a general scarcity bordering 
on famine. For we learn, on the authority of a Cashmere correspondent, that 
high prices prevail at the present moment in Cashmere which threaten to 
beeome even higher. Relief works have been organised by the State, and 
troops of cvolies are employed on the new canal, many also on road works. 
The Maharaja has opened some relief houses, after the fashion of our poor 
houses, for the very indigent. ~His Highness cannot be flush of money 
just now, considering the huge expenditure which he had to incur in connection 
with the Delhi Darbar. And ashe cannot allow that consideration to influ- 
ence his reception of the Viceroy, which must be on the usual scale of princely 
magnificence and hospitality, whatever the condition of his purse, we do not 
at all consider it fair that in these days of stress and strain, he should be 
further mulcted in sums that onght to go to the aid of his distressed 
subjects. | 

wr . Referring to the Cashmere question, the Bharat Mitra | Calcutta] of 
- , ee the 11th July observes that Sir Lepel Griffin 
Cuhnee SC Sté«tCW@ intended to colonize Cashmere with Euro- 
peans, but he failed to do so. This time. the 
Maharaja of Cashmere himself is willing to part with the State because he is 
unable to bear the burden of government. It is only a favour that Lord 
Curzon is doing him by relieving him of the burden. This favour will be 
the first of its kind in the history of the administration of Lord Curzon. 


V.—PRosPECTS oF THE Crops AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE, 


48. In no year during the last four, says the Medini Bandhav {Midna- 
Gloomy outlook in the Midna. Pore] of the 8th July, did the raiyats of the 
ane dininiat se 2X Midnapore district reap a’ full harvest, and whether 
| occupiers of low or of high land, all raiyats suffered 
equally from drought and untimely rain. In consequence, not only have 
the raiyats become resourceless, but even the mahajans have nearly exhausted 
their stock of grain. The drought of the present year has, therefore, 
rendered the situation extremely gloomy. No one is lending money or grain, 
ind many raiyats are either starving or getting insufficient food. To save the 
ralyats, it has become urgently necessary to establish agricultural banks in 
the Midnapore district. : | 
49. The Bankura Darpan [Bankura] of the 8th July says:— 
‘There has been no satisfactory rainfall any- 
where in the Bankura district. The cultivators 
have become impatient for good showers for trans- 
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plantation purposes, The long-expected rains have not yet come. Should the 
rains fail this year also. a most severe famine will break out. 
50. The . thar [Contai] of the 14th July publishes the following report 
me _ - . #rom correspondents :— . 
a in the Midnapore dis- 1) The following day-labourers of the villa 
Kasharia in the Midnapore district are often eom. 
elled to live with their families on herbs for want of work:—Prasad 


fahendra Patra, Madan Manna, Madu Yatra, Ram Manna, Anda Mirda 
Indra Patra, Sambhu Ram Mandal, Damu Mandal, Manik Ram Das, Bechy 
Bera, and Gurai Maiti. 

The following three beggar women of village Padnatamali, who cannot 
get alms, are also said to be in a similar condition:—Kamali Bewa, Andi 
Bewa, and Pari Bewa. | 

he following day-labourers of the village Jhadaja Manusha Utbari are 
reported to be reduced to the same plight:—Ratan Mandal (senior), Kailash 
Das, Shital Mandal ‘junior), Shital Manna. 

(2) Inthe following villages severe scarcity bas compelled the poorer 
inhabitants to live chiefly on the giriya herb wnich grows on the sea-coast. 
Bad food has caused many deaths from cholera in these villages:—Kasharia, 
Barh Kasharia, Shaheb Nagar, Sat Kanda, Mansinha Berh, Chaturbhuj 
Chak, Hemantu Chak, Shat Kumari, Kunjapur Kashtala, Baman Chak, Kadir- 
pur, Kartick Khali, Mcda Khali, Kenshna, Katari, Perijpur, Pankhai, Maldaha, 
Gholabarh, Jahanabad, and Kanchannagar. 


Manna, 


VI,—MISCELLANEOUS. 


51. The AMitavadi | Calcutta; of the 10th July writes as follows:— 
i. ies i. an Last year many people did not join the Sivaji 
festival, SS tststé<CStSséS ett ed im Calcutta fo fear’ of incurring the 
displeasure of the authorities. This year also the 
Englishman newspaper’s diatribes against .le festival have probably struck 
terror into the hearts of many. But terror, if it has seized any heart, is 
quite unfounded. Government can have no cause to be dissatisfied with 
hero worship of the nature of the Sivaji festival. In the celebrated Tilak 
case in 1897 the late Mr. Justice Strachey said:— 

‘There can he no question about Sivaji’s being the greatest and most 
distinguished Mahratta. According to some of the English historians he was 
a man of whom any nation would be proud . . . . The Mahrattas and 
Hindus are perfectly entitled to celebrate the memory of Sivaji in any way 
they think fit, if they do not overstep the mark.” 

Advocate-General Lang also, who conducted the prosecution, said:— 

“T do not think that any one can complain of the inhabitants of the 
Deccan or any part of India celebrating in a proper manner either the anni- 
versary of the birthday or the anniversary of the coronation day of Sivaji. 
No Government—this Government in particular—will in the slightest degree 
interfere with the people who may celebrate or attempt to keep alive the 
memory of a man who was undoubtedly a great man and who did a great 
deal for his country.” : 

It is a matter of great wonder that in spite of these authoritative expres- 
sions of opinion from the side of the Government the Englishman, which 18 the 
tea-planter’s organ, does not desist from using its pen against the Siva)! 
festival, nay, is pleased to compare the man, whom Advocate-General Lang 
called ‘‘ undoubtedly a great man,” with the Scotch robber, Rob Roy. We are 
therefore forced to say that all people have not the power to appreciate the 
greatness of Sivaji. | | | 
52, The Rangalaya { Calcutta] of the 12th July has the following:— |. 

Sivaji is a Mahratta hero. It is a matter of n0 
| small wonder that the weak and effeminate Ben 
are to-day ready to worship this Mahratta hero, who made the Mahratta name 
a terror in the country so much so that the Mahratta name (bargt) W985 
introduced into nursery songs in ordér to frighten babies to sleep, and the 
bargi was feared more than the very messenger of death and considered % 
be more fearful than the Musalman ruler.. What can we say, therefore, 


) 


The Sivaji festival. 


_ the authorities mock us, or become offended or angry with us on seeing ™ 
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Bengalis, who. never take even the name of. the Rajput patriot Rana Pratab or 
the name of our national hero Pratapaditya, suddenly celebrating. a Sivajl 
festival? We admit that Sivaji was a hero, but were all the tricks which he 
adopted to carry out his ends just and praiseworthy ? Sivaji did not follow 
the path which was trod by Kshatriya heroes before him, with eternal 
glory as their reward. Every student of history knows that on many occasions 
he did not shrink from having recourse to unfair means in order to carr 
out his projects. If, therefore, the English. Government, ‘failing to solve the 
puzzle, why should Bengalis worship Sivaj1 instead of an exemplary Kshatriya 
hero, tries to do them harm, we shall not actually have a word to say by way of 

rotest. Who cannot say whether it means degradation or advancement for the 
Bengalis, nay, the whole Hindu people, to plunge taadly into a Sivaji festival 
‘1 a country which has given birth to heroes like Ram Chandra, Raghu, 
Bhishma, and others, the tales of whose chivalry and heroism should still teach 
the Bengalis, weak as they are, to hate the intriguing man of arms? No one 
can say that Sivaji was a Hindu hero of exemplary character. 

As regards the festival itself. Anything. from which more harm than 
good is expected ought to be abandoned by all means. The Sivaji festival, 
as it is celebrated in the country, can never be called hero-worship. It affords 
nothing but an opportunity for speechifying Had there been any probability 
of any man being ever induced to follow the footsteps of Sivaji by studying 
his character and hearing the stories of his life, we should have admitted the 
usefulness of the festival. But that will never be. ‘The Bengali will do now 
what he has always been doing. There will only bea display of Bengali 
frivolity in the gnashing of teeth, clapping of hands, and making of empty 
sounds and violent gestures, and "eee the speech bubbles will burst and mix 
with the air of the lecture-room, leaving no marks behind. 

58. The Hifavadi ( Calcutta] of the 10th July has the following :— 

‘The way in which the Englishman, the Proneer, 
and other Anglo-Indian journals are permitted to 

: indulge with impunity in strong and bitter criticisms 
of the Viceroy’s actions, in which even the angry language used by Anglo- 
Indian merchants, whenever their interests appear to be in danger, 1s over- 


The sovereign and the subject © 
in India. 


looked by the Viceroy, and in which even the Eurasians who are reputed to be — 


the descendants of the English and other European nations are allowed, if 
occasion should arise for so doing, to assume a dreadful appearance and show 
disrespect to the authority of the British Government in India without 


bringing themselves into trouble, would seem to show that, except the Hindu 


and Musalman inhabitants, all other people in India are rulers. Everybody 

from the Viceroy down to the European indigo-planter and tea-planter and 

the railway guard and driver possesses the rights of a ruler. The more the 

impression becomes rooted in the minds of the native that every one of these 

Europeans can at any time do anything he likes with impunity, the greater 

= be the loss of honour and prestige suffered by the Emperor and his 
iceroy. 

_ itis the countrymen and relatives of the Viceroy, and not the Indian 
Hindus and Musalmans, who are wholly responsible for this very serious state of 
things. O English judicial officers and merchants in India! it is your conduct 
that isevery day reducing the prestige of the Imperial as well as of the Vice- 
regal office to the level of a boyish pastime. The results which we witness évery 


ay of the murder cases tried in different courts of justice in the country— 


cases 1n which Europeans stands charged with having killed poor and helpless 
natives— confirm us inthe belief that the authority of Government in this 
country is only the combined authority of all white men residing in India, 
and that the Sovereign and the Viceroy are, like the heroin a farce, furnishing 
a liberal supply of laughter and merriment. It is your combined efforts that 
are depriving the ruling power of its two inseparable ornaments—justice and 
dharma, What we regret is that, as a consequence of your evil propensities 
and ignoble achievements, we shall have, some day, to perish, for no fault of 
ours, like insects In a conflagration. 

It is the same law and the same interpretation of it according to which 
for the same offences a native is sentenced to capital punishment, but a Euro- 
pean is punished with a fine of five or at most aft 


ty rupees! Even the high 
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and noble government and the excellent administrative policy of that nation 
whose sense of justice and judicial impartiality does not enable it to perceive 
the gravity of such a policy of inequality can never attract our sympathy, 
Such sovereign power and the system of administration which is its outcome 
may, in your own estimation, be the best concreate instance of the theory of 
equality preached by Jesus Christ, and the Anglo-Indian community ma 
enjoy the satisfaction that proceeds from the consciousness of giving effect 
to its Master’s instructions, but the “heathen” Hindu must confess his 
inability to appreciate their meaning. This sense of justice and duty on your 
part, while it casts a stain on the government of your Sovereign, is making 
your religion and government objects of ridicule to the people of India, [¢ 
due care is not taken, the consequences may prove disastrous and far-reaching, 
Would it not be well if, for the good of the empire, the matter were pondered 
over in a somewhat disinterested spirit ? 

Whatever the Anglo-Indian community may think, it is undeniable that 
the entire welfare of the empire depends on the good-will and peace-lovin 
disposition of the thirty crores of illiterate Indians. The latter have  stijl 
faith in the honesty of the Government and the justice of the law courts. 
But if, by their conduct, illiterate, irresponsible, and brute-like Englishmen 
daily go on sapping tho foundations of that firm faith, and if the Viceroy, 
partial to his countrymen as he is, and his officials are unable, by the adoption 
of early and efficacious measures, to remove this zyrowing uneasiness of the poor 
and helpless Indian people, it will be difficult for us to pronounce His Excel- 
lency an able and far-sighted statesman. 7 3 

I+ is true that Lord Curzon is from time to time doing a little in this 
direction, and we are grateful to him for that; but considering the increased 
frequency of cases of murder of natives by Europeans, nothing but the adoption 
of drastic measures for the suppression of the evil is likely to do any real 
good to the country. 3 

54. Referring to the agitation which has been set on foot in the Simla 
hills by Mr. Macauliffe, ¢.s., and|the Commander-in- 
Chief on the subject of Sikh regeneration, the 
Ranalaga { Calcutta j of the 12th July writes as follows:— 

We are extremely happy to hear that the English have resolved to save from 
inevitable degradation the nation which defeated them in war, which humbled 
the pride of the Kabul Pathans, and whose glory shone forth in the battle of 
Nowshera. It befits only brave and chivalrous conquerors like the English to 
prop up the Sikh community which follow them shadow-like to fight their 
battles in all parts of Asia, and whose memory will be perpetuated in histo 
on account of the uncommon heroism they displayed in Saragheri. LKvery 
Indian will laud this effort on the part of the English to save this brave 

eople., 

’ “The Sikh religion and society were based on a compromise between 
Hinduism and Muhammadanism, and were intended to save and preserve that 
society from Muhammadan oppression. But the Musalman power has been 
brought low by the English along with the Hindu power, so that the purpose 
for which the Sikh religion and society were organised no longer exists, 
and anything which serves no purpose in society cannot long exist init, On 
the other hand, although society no longer requires the Sikh religion and 
society, the English require the Sikhs for the battles which they will still 


have to fight with Musalmans, The English have therefore made the following 
three propueals :- 


(1) The Sikh religion should be encouraged oy Government grants. 
2) The pecenenrs prospects of Sikhs in the army should be improved. 
(3) The Sikbs should be held in greater honour by Government. 


Seeing that various sects of Christian missionaries are maintained by the 
Government with the country’s money, we can have no objection to the first 
of these proposals from the fiscal point of view. ut the first proposal 18 & 
direct contravention of the late Queen-Ewpress’s promise given in 1858, 
the sacredness. of which appears to have disappeared with her late Majesty. 
We must, however, thank our fortune that the English, who’ are a Christian 


The Sikh community. 


people, are trying to preserve the Sikh religion. It will, however, be impossible 


( 


( 621 ) 


arry out the second proposal, because in the eyes of the English the Sikh, 
pty tio the Raj at sod the Pathan are all the same. The third proposal 
also the English will not be able to carry out, because it will not do te honour 
one section of the King’s Indian subjects more than another. It may be that 
the Sikh community has degenerated and this degeneration may 
on the Indian army, bet these cannot justify a subversion of the present 
administrative policy. Asa matter of fact, universal distress has underduned 
the strength atd stamina of every Indian community——the Bengali, the Bilkh, 
the Gurkha, the Rajput, and the Assamese. And nothing will improve their 
condition so long as their distress is not removed. ae 
65. The Hitavarta (Calcutta) of the 12th July has the followiug »— 
| The Englishman newspaper says that the people 
The ptesent relations between of the United Provinces are so ignorant that they 
ee become quite excited when they vig any news of 
rest and political disturbance in a foreign country. is; no doubt, is true. 
Wo ules on tl the relations between the ruler and the ruled are estranged. 
What is the cause of this? It is quite right that there are some Englishmen in 
India, who take special delight in creating ill-feeling between the black and the 
white. The Englishmen who used to come over to India im forme? i were 
kind-hearted aud treated Indians very affectionately. But those golden daysare 
no more. The bad policy of the natrow-minded officials has rendered our hearts 
fearful. What is harder than everything else is that we aré not allowed. to 
enjoy the liberty granted to us by the Proclamation of Her late Majesty: I we 
hold a meeting for the purpose of protecting our privileges and demanding ethers 
we are called seditious: Englshmen do not like to give us, the conquered raee; 
the privileges to which they ate entitled themselves. They want te keep us 
engaged in doing menial services forthem. We shell be put to more difficulties, 
but we should not shrink backe We must rely upon our own courage and stand 
manfully to do good to our country. Many obstacles will be placed im otf 
way, but we must. not fall back. If we go on patiently and faithfully doing 
services to our own country, there is no doubt that at some futuré time oar 
efforts will be crowned with suecess. oe 
56. The same paper is sorry that the people of the Transvaal strongly 
protested in a public meeting against the measures 
suggested by Mr. Chamberlain for eheeking the 
3 cruel treatment offered to the Indien coolies by the 
people of that colony. Itis to be hoped that the British Govérnment will 
relieve Indians of this oppression by the South African ¢olonists. 
6%. The same paper asks why the Government of India has not 
mentioned the object for which is going to 
make « loan. of two crores of rupees. 
08. The Hindi Bangadasi | Caleutta} of the 13th July is sorry that the 
Europea. merchants of Caleutta are threatening 


Ill-treatment of cooclies by the 
South Africans, 


The new loan. 


The native shopkeepers of the native shopkeepers that if they do not close 
overeat | te Sunday closing their shops on Sundays, the fortier wilk declare a 


boyeott against them, 
09. The People and +venpen Saran of the 15th July has'the folowing 
India ntial tarif#, 22 1ts English columns :— : 

aot ihe meena? sit So long ae free-trade was the fetish of the 
English people and their Government, it was no doubt sacrilege on the part -of 
the people of India to ask the Government to countendnes protection evén in 
the case of the infant Indian industries, Hitherto whenever the 1 ople 
clamoured for protection they were silenced by the ardument, “The Britteh 
Government believe in free-trade, atid canriot: play an apostate in the case of 
India.” Whether such an argument proceeds from a firm conviction in the 
merit of free-trade as a wealth-producing agent, or it is only a cloak to cover 
the hideous intention of crushing Indian manufacture is more than we can Say ; 
but we for ourselves are inclined to believe that the: English people, being’ free- 
traders by isistinct, are reluctant to favour any protection scheme. Hence, 
when people die by thousands'during famine: periods, they’ spend lavishly on 
relief works, but never even think of putting a: stop to grin éxport df least fox 
the time being. It has been seen that wheu the country is in the throes of a 


inflict less — 


severe famine, the export figures stund as high as ever, and: it-is this fact which — 
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: thas made the recent currency policy of Sir David Barbour such a signal 
success. = : : 

Now, without entering into the hoary-headed controversy of Free-trad, 
versus Protection, it can be safely said that:when there is a great dearth of food. 
grains in the land, stoppage of exports might help the keeping down of Prices 
of grains in the land, and thus be instrumental in the saving of some lives 


land, 


Of the various tinkering remedies suggested for the cure of famine in the 
ple who generally use their common sense in deciding things, and neve; 
bri into requisition any book-learning or deep thought on the every-da 
er Pom of their life lay great stress upon this stoppage of export of food. 
grains in famine years. The Government has hitherto declined to disturb the 
trade conditions of the whole world by putting a stop to = exports from 
India, however imperative might be the Se sgge for doing so. But the 
famous Birmingham speech of Mr. Chamberlain, who seems to have the ear of 
the whole nation, may have improved our position in this one respect. English 
people are now only too glad to break off from their traditions of free-trade, 
Cobden and Bright must now abdicate their claim in favour of the practical 
Chamberlain. It is not for us to say whether England is under any sore 
necessity of changing her fiscal policy. Let the proposed enquiry make it 
clear whether any such change has occurred in the trade conditions of England 
as to necessitate a ——- change of her old fiscal policy. But let us 
take advantage of this change of feeling of the English people so far as trade 
is concerned. It does not matter much to us that India is not included in the 
imperial-union scheme. A scheme which has evidently for its object the 
favouring of British productions and making the foreigner pay the tax where 
possible, cannot be expected to open up any prospect to India’s indigenous 
trades. The Englishman has gone into ecstasies over this preierential tariff- 
scheme, and is confident that India’s claim will not be ignored. Though 
Mr. Chamberlain forgot to mention the name of India while mooting his 
scheme, the House of Lords has at last supplied the omission. But the India 
of the Anglo-Indians is not the India of the people, The naglshman has 
already forwarded a petition in the name of India for the removal of the 
heavy duty on tea. Whether this is a special pleading for the people of India 
or the planting community, let those who have eyes to see, say. What we 
urge is that when the people of England are so very inclined to depose free- 
trade, let us once more pray for stopping the exports of food-grain in famine 
ears. As the belief of the people in free-trade seems to be so very shaken, 
et us once more urge the necessity of regulating the course of trade according 
to the local conditions, As the British people make no secret of their principle 
‘everybody for himself,” why should this poor people suffer for puttiug into 
practice maxims which the preachers themselves seem to be inclined to observe 
more in the breach than in the observance thereof ? | , 
PRATIVASI, 60. Itappears to the Prativasit [Calcutta] of the 15th July that the 
a Government is determined to bring the Budh-Gays 
hig Budh-Gaya temple ques- temple under its control. Orthodox Hindus and 


their organs, the Bengale and other papers, have 
become greatly alarmed on this account. 
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URIYA PAPERS. 


UTKALDIPIKA, 61. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 4th July states that cholera 
vay Om, Eee. Cholera in Cuttack. prevails in the Cuttack town. 


UTKALDIPIKA . 62. The same paper says that, owing to the reconstruction of the 
7 Ravenshaw Collegiate School building, the school 
Recs KR Baeg suttack Raven- was closed for many weeks and, as a COn- 
building. Te sequence, the studies of the students of that institu- 
tion were much neglected. = 
geesiog Myon 63. The Samvadvahika [Balasore] of the 2nd July and the Uriya and 
eee PROT TO Ie seumees [Balasore | of the 17th aone vin . 
ppointrent of the Chairman the appointment of Mr. Egerton, the Collector ° 
Luwiaes, Salnecte, as Chairman of the Balasore Municipality. 
‘What is noticeable is that Babu Radhacharan Das, 
dhe head of one party, and Raja Baikunthanath De, Bahadur, the head of the 


S 


( 623 ) 


osite party, acquiesced in the arrangement and, a8 a consequence, the Com- 

a atin, ve were more or lese arrayed on either side, brought in a unanimous 

verdict in favour of the official Chairman. anner, 
nath Bose was elected as the Vice-Chairman of that Municipality. 

64. The Uriya and Navsamvad Bersaeraye of the 17 th June regrets to learn 

that the Calcutta tram-car kills some men or women 


Tram-car accidents in Calcutta. month, and hopes that the authorities con- 


every é 
cerned will take effective wi to prevent such accidents in future. 

65. The Garjatbasini (Ta 
and property are insecure in some villages of the 
Dacoities in the Pallahara State. Doijahara State, and, in confirmation of this state- 


ment, describes how dacoits looted Harapadiamanda and Saitbandh, two 
important villages in that State, after setting fire to the houses therein and 


assaulting the occupants thereof. 


66. Referring to the: establishment of a branch post-office at Chandhuri- 


bazar in Cuttack, the Utkaldiptka [Cuttack] of the 
The branch post-office at 4th July points out that the branch office serves a 
Canteeiaens, Coca. useful purpose, but the postal authorities should 
make arrangements for the receipt and delivery of value-payable parcels in 
that office. | | 
67. The same paper mourns the death of Mr. Kalinarayan Gupta, the 
father of Mr, K. G. Gupta, who was a respectable 
sasut® death of Mr. K.G. Gupts’s member of the Brahmo community, and who was 
mere loved and honoured by both the sections of that 
community. His demise is sincerely mourned & a large number of his 
countrymen. He was an important personage in Eastern Bengal, and his 
influence over the rich and the poor was always exercised for good. — 
68. All the native papers of Orissa give a more or less detailed account 
“ i i of the last Rath Jatra festival as held at Puri. 
ee They all offer their thanks to Babu Rajkisor Das, 
the Manager of the Puri temple, whose able management of all ceremonies, 
rituals, and rites in connection therewith afforded great satisfaction both to the 
pilgrims and the servants of the temple. 
punctual to the hour. This elicited praise from all classes of devotees, of whom 
more than 50,000 were on the spot. ‘The sanitary arrangements were so good 
that the average rate of daily mortality from cholera was only six. The 
punctuality of the ceremonies helped the pilgrims to leave the Puri 
station at early dates aud in regular order, and this effectually checked 
the spread .of cholera. As the pilgrims belonged to all parts of India, 
the wholesome influence of Jagannath has spread in all directions, while 
the troubles and disaster of the past year are well-nigh forgotten. The 
special correspondent of the Utkoldipika gives a graphic description of* the 
ceremonies, and states that the cars were strongly built and well-adorned.: The 
Manager preserved peace in the temple without the help of the police and, in 
am, refused the offer of police assistance with thanks, Born of a good 
ra! educated in modern schools and colleges and invested with sacred 
saehene, the Manager was all energy, fire, and devotion, while his example 
infused vigour into his surroundings, commanded implicit obedience from all, 
and electrified the spell-bound motley crowd. The sympathetic crowd 
responded to the call of devotion, while the cry of haribol raised by the men and 
sg of women reached such a climax that the educated classes, headed by 
ah ae ga Bose Bahadar, were the first to draw the cars of the gods b 
‘ ” of a fine rope, which the forethought of the Manager had provided. 
; © eltect of the scene was no less visible on the Raja of Puri 
enuaned by misfortune and disgraced by the authorities, was encouraged by 
he sympathy of the vast crowd to take his place on the cars in time and to 
ess. the flow y platforms of the gods with a golden broom and a silver 
pier » & duty which for long years he had :delegated to his representative, the 
“uduvath. The District Magistrate and the District Superintendent of Police 
He i on duty on the spot, and they had the good sensejnot to interfere with the 
duty of the Raja in any way. On the other hand, they helped his Manager in 
every way. The cars reached their destination in time, and the moving 


pilgrims dispersed within a few hours by the help of railway carriages, making 


In a similar manner, Babu, Trailokya- 


Icher] of the 4th July is sorry to note that life - 


The ceremonies were performed 


who, though 
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room for others that were conveyed by the same. The Puri correspondent of 
the Garjatbasint, however, complains that the number of lodgi ene for 
which passes‘were issued was insufficient. 


Assam PAPERS, 


SILCHAB, 69. The Silchar [Silchar] of the 830th June writes as follows:— 
Jane 80th, 1008. During Lord Curzon’s. regime the pride and 
Mr. Boltonand the Assam plan- gudacity of tea-planters have greatly increased 
ters, pe ‘ . e+ ° 
The day on which His Excellency insulted and 
chastised Sir Henry Cotton in his after-dinner speech in the Silchar Billiard 
Club, the day on which Sir Henry Cotton’s claim to the Lieutenant-Governor- 
ship of Bengal was disregarded and he was driven out insulted and dishonoured, 
people said that in future the power of tea-planters would predominate and 
that thenceforth Chief Commissioners and Deputy Commissioners of Assam 
would have to obey and follow their pleasure, | : | 
The Silchar Local Board rejected a bill for Rs, 434-14-9 presented by 
Mr. Marshall, one of its members, on account of repair of roads, and passed 
instead ‘a bill for Rs. 215-15-3 prepared by its sub-overseer. On this, eleven 
planter members left the Buard in anger. Both sides represented the matter 
to Mr. Bolton, the Officiating Chief Commissioner. In deciding this case 
Mr. Bolton says that Mr. Johnston, the Chairman of the Local Board, ought 
to have followed the advice of Mr. Hendersou, who was one of the eleven 
sahebs who left the Board in anger, and that when Mr, Marshall: had taken the 
contract not for his own benefit but for the benefit of the Board, his bill ought 
to have been passed. Now, being a member of the Board, Mr. Marshall could 
not legally take a contract fromit. Then, again, when the work which he 
had done was examined and a bill for a smaller sum was passed, it was decided © 
that his entire bill ought to have been passed. But, Mr. Bolton says that 
Mr. Marshall took the contract for the benefit of the Board!! : 
Mr. Bolton is only officiating for three months. Why should he then 
incur the displeasure of the tea-planters? If he can please them, Lord Curzon 
will be pleased; and if Lord Curzon is pleased, he may get a permanent Chief 
Commissionership. Who can afford to lose such an opportunity ? What can 
the lesser man do except following the greater man? We advise Mr. Johnston 
not to follow the right and legal course always. Does he not remember 
Mf. Pennell’s case? Ifhe desires to prosper in the public service he should 
apply one Jaw to European eases aud another to native cases. That is the 
custom in India, and custom should not be disregarded. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
Benaati TRANsLator’s OFFICE, | Bengali Translator, 
The 18th July, 1908, 
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